The sentiments and character of man appear to be much influenced by those social institutions with whicu lie is conversant. In dark and barbarous times, he sinks into abject slavery, and becomes unable to extricate himself from the tetters of prejudice; but in the progress ot civilization, he 
were not inattentive; yet were they not in the least studious to determine the mode of their operation. In no part of their practice were they influenced by the consideration of these causes, and they were objects of attention so far only, as they could be considered as constituting a part of those signs, by which the nature of the disease in question could be successfully ascertained. The ancient empirics were peculiarly eminent for their talent of observation. With the closest attention they studied the case before then ; and in forming a diagnosis, they
